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Rituals and Worship of the Veddas: An Ethnographic Study Based on the

Veddas Community of Batticaloa Vakarai region.
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Abstract:

Vagarai Veddas are recognized as archaic tribes whose identity is disappearing. Veddas
have been living in Sri Lanka since prehistoric times. However, their cultural identities are
undergoing rapid changes among the metamorphosing forces. However, rituals and
related worship traditions occupy a prime position as a unique cultural symbol of Veddas
social culture. In this case, this study aims to analyze the continuity and changes in rituals
and religious worship traditions of Vakarai Pradesh Veddas. Rituals and worship are
important cultural aspects of social life. Rituals and worship have become a form and
culture that encompasses many elements of human society. Rituals and worship are seen
as maintaining the heritage traditions and customs of the communities during the process
of social change. Data for this study based on an ethnographic approach was collected
through fieldwork in Vakarai area. All data collected were subjected to thematic analysis
and discussed under appropriate subheadings. In this case, the primary issues such as the
beliefs and worship of the Veddas community and their continuity and changes are
discussed here in detail. It can be observed that ancestor worship and nature worship
traditions continue in all aspects of the life of Veddas community of Vakarai region.
However, changes in the worship traditions of the Veddas are taking place due to the
government's settlements in the past, impacts due to the settlements, development projects,
civil war, the resulting impacts, migrations of the Veddas, interactions with other
comimunities, economic problems, change of period, etc. Through this research, it has been
Jound that the traditions of worshiping gods based on Agama traditions are taking place,
especially in combination with traditional worship traditions.
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Ceuiger. pIai@ P @Ho Slig WPSHH QB Bevevmp Bpraing, genluwred
GOPUULL 2 Lewew &6 BSpéd, e pEID MG  PGeUTTSE.
sevsvenpulielr  Hemeulled cdim Hphs CoHmETU WHHID @k T &HEHHw6d
meaussIUGEDE.  ForFular  SigaumsFed  Hmhs  Comerys  whmpib
2 _ML&ESUULTS CHRBTL ®ausslILph. de snmrmyp SemssT sevevanmuleE
smev, BB WHED uTsHHD  BLILGEAEmaT.  Onpsafld  SafitiulL
2_eLenwaenren  alled, SIby, Qaummlamen uTdg CUTSIBMAILD i) BEIHL 6T
Umssaliubaledipear. GaLjse @mnhsaujseia afuriamL smLLlipdddmen.
Seufser  grssT BI6W  woesralBg (opelary el) euPfur@  Geuig
whHImEmME o _Fefedpiyse, LIONIFFLMEG Ub  SEOTWET  ereILeT
SpIBUTEI, ‘@msT QEHST WFUULMLWIN She Fasds apg CEmesenTey
65865119 Hevgdle LEGHTEIY DIGIGGTEN Fauhs meuFd) aHETeD (LpBeULD.
SIbd LHOEGeET SaumsL o _BUUSSBUY eesrdamsud Gurl @ ¢p®6uLD.
SIGIBTE QP GOlETEILT SHSTeT HHOLULD UDSGL eaewi HldssTer
SILIBEDGG. CPSILTD BI6T  EmMb  Brel  (WUOUTHESTEIE  6evsomb  afLigen

QFUIeID. SHEGULDG DBSTeT aBisL. CHLUSGSTE eaim) GnleuT.

pigeyeny:

ey  GaLy Fuwpsdddl smaTSE  ampaiwus smpsefaid SEUTSMS
(armsujseien  utgbuflu  sblysmutiseiar Bl dow  STeRLpgEBg.
Bepw  STeHHd eursaTuled ampbg OsTEHIYGHSID GCaLT &FupssHHar
wasefLD TSl (WwHTemswTssie aumpalusd smpiEamst OHTLIFALTS
gmb Guent GeusmiBld ed eemiomd STEILGADBS. BEHEHSCLTAHID SLbS
STeubFed @LIbCOUDBD SPddT GYCUBBRSET, GLCUDBDBrEsiaT SIS
IBULL grdsniss, SIaGSSS SLLmss, 2 T GLEUTT, SISQMe gLt L
Srésmse,  GaLTaalar  SLUGUWTOEST, gmenu  FpSHSSaHL e
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saLMLmisen, Qur@mennsny Hésevsen, smemBmn BGurameaubmlar snyemems
SUTHNG  eauTpalwisd dnmieenst  (pupenwwinsll UaGIOsTLy (powns  @EPpsd
aremUILIBE sme. Siene6u GauLmt  FupssHdHet  aumpelwed  samiseieo
(PEAWLTE®WTSS — STEUUGD  FLEGE  afunBast  esiucubiienb
FNEHHMHF QeesPeisnar. Beommaular GGl WHBEMTEl auTEm) Goulir
FpaHHer SYIbLsTE FLEIGSST, aufut®asst ubliw eog Bbhs &u]mﬂ@nLnas
Serses @hs  ampallsd  ampiEel wIiBBeBnl  STELuGSETDenlo
GeueIL Bsitengl.
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