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Thana gave by Sri Lankan women as reflected through the literature and
inscription sources — A study based on Sri Lanka up to 13th century

The role of women in the social structure from ancient times to present is significant.
They are identified in the society as mother, wife and daughter. Some of them were
involved in political, economic, religious activities and public welfare. Some of the
women who ruled the country and sacrificed themselves for the religion to save the
country from the enemy, to save the country from the raging sea, have entered the
history of Sri Lanka. However, in the sources of Sri Lankan history, the work done
by men such as kings, officers, soldiers, merchants, and monks has been highlighted
to a large extent.Mentions of women and their contributions and achievements are
scanty.So, the objective of this research is to highlight that women were the owners
of property in the Sri Lankan social system of this period and gave thana individually
and together with the family through the messages that come here and there in the
literary and inscriptional evidences. Pali, Sinhala literature and inscriptions are used
as primary sources for this research, and books, research articles and website articles
of scholars who have done research on Sri Lankan history as secondary sources.
Based on these, this research compares with the historical approach. Among the
inscriptions found in Sri Lanka so far; only reports of thana made by women of high
status are mentioned. But in Pali and Sinhala literature, there are also mentioned of
common women donating alone or jointly with their husbands or fathers. We can see
through these, royal family women, Brahmin women, Buddhist nuns, merchants and
soldiers' wives, lay women those have been given villages, lands, caves, ornaments,
clothes, food, water tanks, bricks, Tirunanda lamps, monastery attendants,
monasteries, income, money etc as thana to Hindu, Buddhist institutions and religious
priests.Thus, it is known that although the women of this period were most of the
time dependent on men, they lived in an independent manner with the property rights,
the right to work, religious freedom and spiritual. Although they were not very
successful in maintaining power in the political sphere, their thana showed that they
were a good example of religious devotion.
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