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Abstract

study aims to analyze research trends
based on bibliometric data retrieved from the Scopus database. The Bhagavad Gita, a
700-verse Hindu scripture embedded within the Indian epic Mahabharata, is widely
regarded as a life streng text. It presents a and spiritual discourse
between Prince Arjuna and the deity Krishna, addressing key concepts such as Dharma,
Yoga, and various eth themes. For this bibl analysis, data
were collected using the search term “Bhagavad Gita™ in article titles, covering the
period from 1990 to November 2023. A total of 330 records were identified and
analyzed using VOSviewer and Microsoft Excel. The analysis considered multiple
parameters. including country-wise distribution, journal-wise publication. trends.
subject keyword citation

patterns, document types, languag e that
330 publications were produced over the 33-year period. aceruing a to 1322
citations, with a of 4.0 per an h-index of 16. The
highest number of publications was recorded in 2023, with 30 articles (9% of the total
output). The majority of research contributions fell within the subject area of Arts and
Humanities (210 publications, 64%). The United States emerged as the leading
contributor (o this field. while the most prolific Muniapan B, wih six
29%). This study provid: iable insights for lib 1

scholars of religion and philosophy, offering a comprehensive overview of the
academic discourse surrounding 7he Bhagavad Gita. The findings serve
foundation for future scholarly investigations. facilitating further exploration of its

thical, and th
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Introduction

arch method used to asse:
scholarly literature within academic and scientific domains. It involves the
systematic examination of bibliographic data, including citations, publications,
and other metadata associated with academic research. This methodology
provides valuahle insights into research produc(l ity, impact, and trends across

various discij Key of analysis include citation
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analysts, author and joumal ivity, c

One of the most extensively studied arcas within Indian philosophy is The
Bhagavad Gita. Commonly referred to as the Gita, it is a 700-verse Hindu
seripture forming part of the Indian epic Mahabharata. The Gita is structured as a
dialogue between Prince Arjuna and the deity Krishng

who serves as his
charioteer. This conversation takes place on the battlefield, where Arjuna grapples
his duty as a warrior. The text addresses
ning life, duty, and rightcousness
(dharma). while expounding various paths to spiritual realization, including the

with doubt and moral dilemmas regarding

fundamental existential questions conc

paths of devotion (bhakti), knowledge (jnana), and selfless action (karma yoga).
The Bhagavad Gita is widely regarded for its philosophical depth and practical
guidance on leading a balanced and meaningful life. Key themes explored within
the text include the concept of dharma (righteous duty), the ure of the self
(atman), the concept of the individual soul (jivarman). and the ultimate goal of
spiritual liberation (moksha). The teachings of the Gita have had a profound
influence on Hindu philosophy and have also significantly impacted various
spiritual and philosophical traditions worldwide. Today. the Bhagavad Gita
continues 1o be studied as a guide for personal growth and ethical decision-

making
This study is significant as it provides valuable insights into research trends.
scholarly contributions, and the academic impact of this ancient Hindu scripture.
By analyzing publication patterns, author productivity, and citation metrics, this
study aims to assess how The Bhagavad Gita has been explored across various
academic disciplines. It serves as a model for bibliometric research on religious
and philosophical texts and addresses a gap in the literature by being the first
bibliometric study of 7he Bhagavad Gita based on the Scopus database.
Academically, the findings of this study will benefit researchers, scholars. and
librarians by identify ions and prolific authors, thereby
fostoring potential collaborations. Furthermore, this study. highlights the
interdisciplinary influence of The Bhagavad Gita in fields such as philosophy,
theology, ethic and ing its broad academic
relevance, By identifying key rescarch gaps and emerging areas, this study

providesa roadmap for future scholaly inquiry,encouraging further exploration
of in “The primary obj this study is
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avad Gita indexed in the Scopus

to analyze research trends on The Bhay
multidisciplinary citation database.
Objective of the Study
This study focuses on 330 publications, which were published in S
period from 199010 2023. Followin
T ine the rescarch trend on the Bhagavad Gita
fy thetype of publications, most prolific author, most productive
age, top ten institutions in the publications
h

copus database

nobjectives of the study

2. To ident
country. most productive lang
and to know most favorite area of rese
Todetermi PP in the papers publish

4. To determi pienkey words of} i funding agencics.

“The Significance of the Study
ch scholars, libra

This research would be uscful for the rese: s and
religious enthusiastic to know about current research trends on Bhagavad
Gita.

2

. The study may contributeas amodel for other bibliometric studies in future.
Literature Review
Bibliometric studies have been conducted across various disciplines using
different academic databases such as Google Scholar, Web of Science. and Scopus.
These studies provide valuable ins
and the scholarly impact of
study has specifically analyzed publications on 7he Bhagavad Gita using the
Scopus database. While a previous bibliometric study on The Bhagavad Gita
exists, it is based on the Web of Science database and covers a different time
ated the present study, which aims to analyze
To contextualize this

ighis into rescarch trends, publication patierns,

ious research topics. However, no bibliometric

period. This gap in rescarch necessi
the bibliometric trends of The Bhagavad Gita using Scopus.
study, an overview of relevant bibliometric analyses conducted across different
disciplines s presented below.

Bibliometric Studies Using the Scopus Database

Ahuja and Madan (2022) conducted a bibliometric analysis of Vedic studies using
the Scopus database, covering the period from 1970110 2020. Their study examined
trends in Ve literature, analyzing annual publication patterns, the most
research-active countries, and the dominant subject areas. Using VOSviewer
software, they performed keyword co-occurrence analysis, author co-citation,
reference co-citation, and journal co-citation analysis. The findings revealed a
significant increase in publications on Vedic studies over the past decade, with
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India contributing the highest number of publications, followed by the United
States.
Rajni et al. (2022) performed a bibliometric analysis of workplace spirituality
(WPS) research published between 2001 and 2021. Their study retrieved 438
articles from the Scopus database, focusing on citation analysis, cluster analysis,
itation analysis to outline the intellectual structure of the field. They
identified five major research clusters and key themes using bibliometric
techniques, revealing gaps in the literature and future rescarch directions.
Sheeraz et al. (2021) analyzed bibliometric trends in organizational justice
research using the Scopus database. Their study examined publication trends from
1941 t0 2018, assessing key contributors, countri
rescarch institutions, and frequently used keywords. The analysis covered 5.650
research articles and identified procedural justice as the most frequently studied
aspect of organizational justice. The study also highlighted major related themes,
such as org i trust, job f2 ¥ ethical
nd employee turnover.
Bibliometric Studies Using the Web of Science Database
Gaffar et al. (2020) conducted a bibliometric study on tourism literature using the
Web of Science database. Their analysis d the distril of|
by year, document type, language, institution, country, author, journal, and
keyword frequency. They also assessed citation metrics to identify highly cited
research within the field.
Kumar et al. (2023) investigated research trends on The Bhagavad Gita using the
Web of Science database, analyzing publications from 2011 to 2022. Using the
keyword “Bhagavad Gita” in the title search, they identified 64 publications,
accounting for 61.54% of the total 104 publications on the topic over the past 36
years. Their findings revealed that anthropology was the dominant subject area,
with the United States contributing the highest number of publications (53) and
total citations (165).
Moustakas (2022) conducted a bibliometric analysis on social cohesion research
using the Web of Science database. His study aimed to examine the evolution of
literature on social cohesion and identify key thematic arcas within the field. By
analyzing 5,027 articles, he observed a sub: lincrease in ivil
highlighted |hcmu|ud|§c1plmary nature ofsocl lcoheswn research. Howevcn lhc
tudy al: the need for greater
Silveira et al. (2018) analyzed bibliometric trends in Induslry 4.0 research using
the Web of Science database. Their study examined 1,382 publications from 2013

and c

es, academic disciplines.

considerations.
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to 2017, identifying major contributing countrics, with Germany leading in
arch output. Their keyword analysis revealed prominent rescarch themes,
including big data, smart . and
ted with Industry 4.0.

Methodology
For this study, a total of 330 records were retrieved from the Scopus database using
the search term Bhagavad Gitain the artiele title for the period 2000-2023. Scopus
comprehensi a wide range of
ciplines, including science. technology, medicine, social sciences, and the arts

ve abstract and citation database cover

di
and humanities. It is designed to assist researchers, academics, and institutions in

systematically tracking. ana
research. The retrieved data were analyzed using VOSviewer and Microsoft Excel
in accordance with the study’s objectives. The analysis includes authorship
patierns, the most 1 countries, . keyword
analysis. subject-wise distribution, country
frequently explored rescarch areas. The findings are presented in both tabular and
graphical formats for enhanced clarity and comprehension. The bibliometric
a otal of 1,322 global citations, with
an average of 4.0 citations per article. Additionally. the overall /-index for these
publications was found to be 16. ind
impactwithin the scholarly domain.
Dataanalysis and Interpretation

yzing, and measuring the impact of scholarly

-wise dhluhuum\. m\d the most

lysis of the 330 retrieved records revealed

ating their academic influence and research

Country Records  Percentage  Total citation  H-Index
United States 108 33% 499 12
India 107 32% 249 08
United Kingdom 27 8% 178 08
Norway 21 6% 268 05
Australia 13 4% 67 04
Canada 09 3% 33 03
Malaysia 09 3% 50 03
Isracl 07 2% 17 02
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total citation 499 and H-Index is 12, followed by India is second place in the
publications is 107 (32%) records with 249 total citations and 08 H-Index, U.K
published 27 (85%) documents with 178 total citations and hindex 08, 21 (6%)
by i heindex 05, Australia
were published 13 (4%) records with 67 citations and 04 h-index. Furthermore,
Canada, Malaysia, Israel, South Africa and Russian Federation were published
respectively.
Figure-01 Co-authorship Pattern with other Countries

PR IR

The figure -1 explains the co-authorship links with other countries, totally 05
clusters 19 links. The India has 02 clusters & 08 links, USA has one cluster & 06
links and UK has 01 cluster & 05 links with other countries.

Table-02: Author wise Distribution of Publications

Authors Records Percentage Total citation  H-Index
Muniapan, B. 06 2% 44 02
Theodor, I 06 2% 17 02
Dhiman, S 05 2% 05 o1
Bhawuk, D.PS. 03 1% 53 03
Gupta, RM. 03 1% 04 02
Joshi, A. 03 1% 04 o1
Kalra, B. 03 1% 04 o1
Kalra, S. 03 1% 04 o1
Aggarwal, S. 02 1% 04 o1
Agrawal, N. 02 1% 04 o1
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Table-02 shows that highest published publications on Bhagavad Gita in the
Scopus database by authors. Totally, n= 437 authors contribute to 330
publications. Muniapan, B. and Theodor, I, who Published 06 (2%) publications
with total 44 and 17 citations and h-index 02, respectively, they occurrence in the
top place in the publication list, followed by Dhiman, S recorded 05 (2%)
publications with 05 citations and 01 h-index, Bhawuk, D.PS., Gupta, RM.,
Joshi, A., Kalra, B. and Kalra, S. published same number of publications 03 (1%)
their citations with 53,04,04,04 and 04 total citations and 03, 02,01,01. and 01 h-
mdex respectively. Agganval, S. & Agrawal, N. published 02 (1%) docum
04andalso 01 h-index

r.gumoz Authors' Network Analysis

P

The figure 02 illustrates the authors' network analysis, highlighting the rescarchers
with the highest publication output.
Figure-03 dC Auth
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Figure-03 visualizes the networking and collaboration among the authors. Totally,
276 links, 03 clusters and 27 items are visualized in the map. Only three authors are
collaborated with 26 links, others are less than 26 links.
Table-03 Distribution of Publications by Institution wise

Institutions Records Percentage _ Total citation H-Index
University of Oxford 07 2% 26 02
Wawasan Open University 06 2% 44 02
Woodbury University 05 2% 05 o1
University of Hawai‘iat 04 1% 54 03
Manoa University of Delhi 04 1% 13 02
University of Cambridge 04 1% 71 04
Table-03 explains the most i institutions in the ions on

“*Bhagavad Gita” in the Scopus database. Totally 159 institutions contribute to
330 publications. University of Oxford is highest contributed institution, which
published 07 (2%) publications with total citation 26 and h-index is 02, followed
by Wawasan Open University published 06 (2%) records with 44
Woodbury University published only 05 (2%) publications with 05 citation.
University of Hawai'i at Manoa published 04 publications with 54 citations and 03
hindex. University of Delhi, University of Cambridge published 04 (1%)
publications for each one with citations 13, 71 and, H-Index is 02 and 04
respectively.

Table-04 Vear-

ise Publication Analysis

Years Records Percentage Total citation
2023 30 9% 189
2022 23 % 174
2021 26 8% 142
2020 26 8% 130
2019 21 6% 84
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ations of research, totally 30 (9%)

Table-04 explains the year wise publ
publications were published in the year 2023 with 189 citations, followed by in
2022, 23 (7%) publications were recoded with 174 citations, 26 (8

were received in 2021 and 2020 with 130 and 84 citations respectively. Totally 330
publications were published from 199010 2023 with 1325 total citations.

) publications

Table-05: List of top Five most Cited Papers

P I =

“Who invented Hinduism?. — Loremen.DN.  15% 192
Comparison of the conceptualization of

wisdom in ancient Indian literature with AT e -
modem views: Focus on the Bhagavad

Gta.

The Neoliberal Yogi and the Politics of Godr, F % 54
Yoga.

Dictary Cultures and Antiquity of Taniang.J.& Samuel,D. a% 48

Fermented Foods and Beverages,

Globalization and indigenous culturcs: Bk, D. 3%
Homogenization or differentiation?

Table-5 depicts that top five most cited articles with the detail of authors and
publication titles. Most of the citations 192 (15%) received by *"Who invented
Hinduism?" authored by Lorenzen, D.N.. followed by *’Comparison of the
conceptualization of wisdom in ancient Indian literature with modern views:
Focus on the Bhagavad Gita™ was received 76 (6%) citations written by Jeste,
D.V.. & Vahia. L.V.. *"The Neoliberal Yogi and the Politics of Yoga™ . *Dietary
Culiuresand Antiquity of Fermented Foods and Beverages” and Globalization and

or fation? , which were received 54
(490).48 (4%) & 35 (3%) citations respectively.
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Table-06: Doc Distribution of
Document type Records Percentage Total citation  H-index
Article 171 52% 805 13
Book chapter 77 23% 176 06
Review 38 12% 270 10
Book 20 6% 68 04
Conference paper 10 3% 14 02
Letter 08 2% 00 00
Note 03 1% 00 00
Short surve 02 1% 12 ol
Erratum o1 0% 00 00
“Table 06 displays the wise distri of the publications. It scems to

be that the number of 171 (52%) categories of articles are highest place with total
805 citations, followed by book chapter 77 (23%) with 176 citations, review 38
(12%) with 270 citations, book (6%) with 68 citation, conference paper 10 (3%)
with 14 citation.

Table-07 Journal - wise Distribution of Publication

Journals, Records Percentage  Total ¢ H-Index
rushartha 14 a% 14 02
Religions 10 3% 15 ol
Modem Intellectual History 09 3% 131 08
Asian Philosophy 07 2% 16 03
Ethical Leadership Indian and 06 2% 04 ot
European Spiritual Approaches
Journal OF Dharma Studies 06 2% 04 o1
Journal Of Human Values 06 2% 42 03
Intemational Joumal Of Hindu 04 1% 1 o1
Studies
Journal OF Tndian Council Of 04 1% 04 o1
Philosophical Research
Business Week 03 1% 0 00
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Table-07 depicts that leading journal publishing research literature on Bhagavad
Gita is journal of Purushartha with 14 publications, which is 4% of total
publications, followed by Religions with 10 publications (3%), Modem
09 (3%), Asian Philosophy 07 (2%), Ethical Leadership Indian
and European Spiritual Approaches , Journal Of Dharma Studies and Journal Of
Human Values 06 (2%) respectively.
Figure-04 Journal collaborations

frodern ind

A VOTewes T miows

Figure-04 visualizes a total of 163 items (Journals), 14 clusters, and 1,071 links.

The Jowrnal of | its the highest ion and demand among

all journals.

‘Table-08 Keyword Distribution Analysis
Keywords. Records  Percentage  Total citation  H-Index
‘Bhagavad Gita GoaE 21% 4SS {06
Human 19 6% 134 o1
Yoga 18 5% 178 05
Hinduism 17 5% 122 04
India 14 a% 380 08
Bhagavad-Gita 13 % 101 03
Religion 13 a% 328 06
Leadership 1 3% 20 02
Philosophy 09 3% 107 04
Spirituality 09 3% 25 01
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In the table 08, the distribution of publications is examined by keywords, In the
current study, Bhagavad Gita was found in the 69 (21%) records with 144
citations, which s the most searchable keyword, followed by Auman 19 (6%) with
134 citations, Yoga 18 (5%) with 178 citations, Hinduism 17 (5%) with 122
citations, India 14 (4%) with 380 citations and Bhagavad-Gita 13 (4%) with 101
citation.

Figure- 05 Co-occurrence Network analysis of Author Keywords

Figure- 05 presents the network rkeywords. It
includes 667 items, 44 clusters represented in different colors, and 2,966 links.
Bhagavad Gita has the highest number of links (237) and belongs to a single
cluster. The second most linked term, Bhavad-Gitd, appears in two clusters with 80
links.

Figure- 06 Co-occurrence of all Key words Network Analysis
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Figure- 06 explains the Co-occurrence of all key words network analysis map.
Bhagavad Gita as the most central keyword, linked to themes of religion, ethics
leadership, yoga and psychology.

Table-09 Subject-wise Distribution of Publications (by Discipline)

Subjects Records Percentage  Citation H-
Index
"Arts and Humanities 210 6a% 817 1
Social Sciences 107 32% 654 13
Business, Management&Accounting 69 2% 201 08

Economics, Econometrics and

Finance 32 10% a3 03
Psychology 32 10% 146 07
Medicine 25 8% 129 04
Engineering 13 a% 95 06
Computer Science 08 2% 16 02
Environmental Science 08 2% 27 02
Nursing 07 2% 2 02

Table 09 explains the subjects wise distribution about *’Bhagavad Gita for 33
years. Arts and discipline alone has been contributed more number of
publications, i.e. 210 (64%) with total citations 817, followed by Social Sciences
107 (32%) with 654 citations, Business, Management and Accounting 69 (21%)
with 201 citations, Economics, Econometrics and Finance 32 (10%) with 43
citations, Psychology 32 (10%) with 146 citations and Medicine 25 (8%)
pblicationsfiit 129) toal ciations. Here, we should mention that some

ategori
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Table -10 Publications by Language wise

Records Percentage  Total citation [Index
“English ol T 97% 1330 16
French 03 1% o1 ol
Russian 03 1% 04 o1
Chinese o1 0% 00 00
Croatian o1 0% 01 o1
liaian 01 0% 00 00

Table-10 Shows that much number of publications 321(97%) published in the
E ¢ with total citations 1330 and h-index 16. followed by French and
Russian published same number of publications 03 (1%) with 01 & 04 citations,
guage of Chinese, Croatian and Italian published same number of publication

Conclusions
This bibliometric study analyzes the research landscape of The Bhagavad Gita
ieved from the Scopus database for the period 1990-2023. A total of
330 publications were examined using VOSviewer and Mlcmsou Excel to

using data

ulu\lvlv trends in authorship, country-wise contril i output,
subject areas. keyword occurrences, citation impact. and document types. The
findings indicate that the United States emerged as the leading contributor,
accounting for 108 publications (33%). followed closely by India with 107
publications (32%). The rescarch output spans multiple disciplines, with the
majority (64%) classified under Arts and Humanities. The most a

Muniapan B., with six publications, while the University of Oxford was the
leading institution, contributing seven publications. The study recorded a total of
1,322 citations, with an average of 4.0 citations per publication and an h-index of
16. Notably, the year 2023 witnessed the highest number of publications, with 30
articles, reflecting a growing academic interestin the subject.
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The mluduuplln'lr) nature of research on The Bhagavad Gita is evident,
fields such a theolc
management. Co-authorship analysis revealed collaborative networks among
researchers, while keyword analysis identified dominant themes, including
Dharma, Yoga, and spiritual philosophy. This study serves as a foundational
bibliometric analysis of The Bhagavad Gita within the Scopus
addressing a research gap and providing val
andresearchers interested in the scripture s academic impact.
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