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Berkley’s critique of Locke’s distinction between Primary and Secondary ’
qualities- An analytical study based on A Treatise concerning the
principle of Human Knowledge
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ABSTRACT :
This research is a study of how Barkley rejects the distinction of Primary and
Secondary qualities put forwarded by John Locke, regarding Human
knowledge in his book “A Treatise concerning the principle of human
knowledge”. Empiricist John Lock said that the Human knowledge is obtained
through two ways which are perception and reflection. And what the mind sees
immediately from this internal impressions he called ‘ideas”. Locke
differentiated them into simple ideas and complex ideas. External matters have
inherent powers to create these ideas within us. Locke called these powers
“Qualities”. These qualities were differentiated into primary and secondary
qualities. Locke had revealed in his book, “An Essay concerning Human -
understanding” that Primary qualities are concerned with materials and
secondary qualities are not concerned materials, it is different human to
human. Although Locke differentiated between these two qualities, he could
not clarify the relationship between them. Hence, so as to rectify this short
comings, Berkley rejected Lock’s quality differentiation in his book and try to
reach a solution by explaining that the primary and secondary qualities co-exist
indivisibly, and all these remain relative to our mind and nothing else. For
explain this study Analytical method and critical method are also utilized and
data for the study were obtained from literature, magazines, and internet.

Keywords: Primary qualities, Secondary Qualities, Ideas, Simple ideas,
complex ldeas, sensations. )
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(LpSHE0Bleme0L1  LISTILB6T, aufBlenevl LiswiLidsiT slanitd GoupiLim® QuouiuNwedsd (p&e (LPpSHedlsd
A.p. SEIBUIEIE HTvbSed aumphh Democritus emsd  (psiNEUSBUILILL Si- L76dT6011]
Descartes, Boyle, Newton, Locke CureiCunit  Hhdengl Gl HLhISET
MGGUSDEG BSMA  LLGLBSHNT.  Geord  Hag  SfleungriFFuiiueme OTTI
(Lp&eBlamevlILIeNIL], euABNEVL  LISHILIGST  6IgDID  LITGUTLIQsns  eJBmI almsHe CFwST.
Geords 6ol (g SMeyd BIBFFALIGHS CUBLILEE GBS SIS, 2 6D o 6iIEHMB
slameMmEIBEDHL T  LIpdbselsvsnsy  sleiipid  @GBIOLILLAT.  SislourGpeisd 2 6md sTaI6UTHI
SIEIEMIBIGmET  GUDIEBSI? AHILSBE@ - CeoTd  610FHI  cTememEISsT  EMHauLbersd Henl_ b
QUBIBBEI ETAIHDT.  DlHEUUWITEIET, '

1. ysvemiswijsd) (sensation) 2. oupha stemesmiso (reflection)

@mal GGl @F O6euL  Spulmst @l em@mels G 2 Fed )
LevsafissT(windows) Gursiipasl  siwdpTy. - wefls 2 end@er  pHeTaigs  HUDLD
LeoemismiFd), SLpheI elamienisy  sleLieuBBlanmLmen 2 L Ligle|semst  GlLDIsIHTELD. Reuautyl
o oMb HONLHCH STMHIAGD  6IHMAUD 2 L NQUITHS  SHTEIHs  CUTHsT oT60T600TLD
(idea) eni@BTy. BelauTm HMLEHGID  CTICNIEIBMT  HANBEN60  6160T6WIMBISH6IT (simple
ideas ), sl B Mlemev elemiamimimst (Ccomplex ideas) ool LTGUIB  GCFWIST]. @all
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