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Media Education in Sri Lanka 
• first introduced to Sri Lanka under the initiation of the Junior Campus 

During 1968 - 1969 a course was introduced under the title 
‘Journalism’. 

• 1971 insurrection, which paved the way for the introduction of job 
oriented professional courses to the University System. 

• In 1973, in the University of Keleniya, a new Department, namely 
‘Department of Mass Communication’ was established. 
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Media Education in Sri Lanka 
• Presently there are six special degree programmes in university 

system on Mass Communication, Media Studies and Communication 
Studies.  

• The National Institute of Education for the first time introduced the 
subject of Communication and Media Studies to Grade 10 in 2006, 
and to Grade 11 in 2007 as a supplementary subject. And 
Communication and Media Studies was introduced to the Advanced 
Level Arts Stream in 2008. 
 
 

Aims , Data Collection and Analysis 
• The research aimed to find out the reasons and the factors that 

motivated students to select this subject at the Advanced Level 
examination which is not only the highest examination in the 
secondary level of schools but also plays the role of the university 
entrance examination of the country.  

• For this study, the data of the Department of Examinations, Sri Lanka 
and the school level data gathered from the National Institute of 
Education were collected and analyzed to explore the increasing 
pattern of the students selected the subject . 

• Study examined the research conducted by the undergraduate and 
postgraduate students of the national universities that were focused 
on the introduction of ‘Communication and Media Studies’ at school 
levels 
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Findings 
• Students attract towards the profession to work as journalists,  
• Interest to produce media contents,  
• Become popular compare with other professions,  
• Opportunities to get novel experiences,  
• Admire to handle electronic devices,  
•  Influence of the media culture of the country, 
•  Widespread of social media and chances to find self-employment 

through them,  
• To get the entrance to the universities by earning high Z- Score (Sri 

Lankan Entrance System to the Universities). 


