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Cannon of Change/Change of Cannon?:
Popular Architectural Style of Jaffna Temples

. T.Sanathanan
Department of Fine Arts, University of Jaffna, Jaffna, Sri Lanka,

Although the existing popular discourse around Hindu temple architecture in Sri Lanka
assiduously identify temple style with south India or Dravadian, the existing examples in
Jaffna from the colonial time exemplify a rupture. Further in the last thirty years villy

integrating colonial, vernacular and South Indian architectural elements ,and architectural

imaginations and memories from popular cinema and theater. This reading while ‘probing

the aesthetic and cultural significance of this spectacular architectural project, try to argue
this as an attempt to make the ordinary, common, low cost, impermanent architecture of
occasional use, to create a permanent visual grandeur and festivity. :
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