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Abstract

Handwritten character recognition is playing a vital role in many areas of modern world. Even though
considerable research work has been done in handwritten character recognition, comparatively fewer efforts
have been made on handwritten Tamil character recognition. This paper proposes an adaptable method for
recognizing handwritten Tamil characters. The adaptability is achieved using a type of artificial neural network
called Kohonen self organizing maps (KSOM). In addition, a fine-tuning method, that uses global features, is
admitted to fine tune the results. A demo for proposed concept is presented here, which is developed for a
subset of Tamil alphabet. The demo gives a recognition accuracy of 86%.



