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The objective of the study is to identify how women entrepreneurs survived during 
the Covid-19 and economic crisis. 30 years of continuous war, the Easter attack, the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and the economic crisis leads to creating more self-employment, 
especially among women as compared with other employment this is more suitable for 
their work-life balance. The research question is “Are there any factors/reasons that 
contributed to the persistent women entrepreneurship during the time of difficulty?” 
Comparatively, they are small and young, and even though there is more chance of 
failure, they can survive this pandemic and crisis. There is something to survive them, 
what is their model? Knowing these factors would be a lesson or motivation to others. A 
simple random sampling method was used to select the participants, 100 entrepreneurs 
from all five districts are interviewed. Most of them are married, 36-45 years, affected by 
war, have two children, below G.C.E O/L, have experience/training with family support, 
started between 2010-2019 with less than 500,000 capital, earn less than 50,000 monthly, 
very small of them earn 1mn and running with less than 10 labours. They mainly target 
the northern market and some export their products abroad. The main reason for starting 
it was to fulfill their economic necessity.  It is identified that self-confidence, hard work, 
and maintaining quality products are the main factor for their success, and lack of 
finance, unskilled labours and marketing are issues faced. Participant’s advice to others 
to hard work and be sustainable. Hence, the entrepreneurs’ skills should be developed to 
formulate strategy in to avoid losses from natural calamities. Governmental organizations 
should be properly communicated, a strong Independent Guiding Body to guide, and 
support, and the Chamber of Commerce in the north should be strengthened by including 
manufacturers and other industries too. Reactivating business linkages, collaboration 
and creative thinking is the basic need to sustain these entrepreneurs. As women have 
the power to change the world, this study presents an important contribution of women’s 
entrepreneurship to reflect on current policies and outline future lines of investigation.
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Sexual and Gender-Based violence is a crucial human rights issue that occurred 
gender-based unequal power relations and mostly victimized women and girls all over 
the world. It includes physical, emotional, psychological, and sexual violence and 
Millions of women have died and are disabled globally. Violence makes economic and 
social costs in terms of job loss, poverty, lack of access to resources and services, and 
inequality because violence denies education, political participation, social engagement, 
and employment. Prevailing economic and social crises induce the above incidence in 
various forms in Sri Lanka and analyze this problem, Jaffna District has been selected 
as a research area. To find out the result of this study, qualitative research methods such 
as structured interviews with key persons and discussions with responsible groups have 
been adopted. The results show that the SGBV has increased drastically by causing 
several socio-economic factors during the economic crisis in a particular area and it affects 
women’s well-being negatively in order to make economic costs immensely. Therefore, 
the government and respective organizations should be aware of this threatening issue 
and undertake suitable strategies to prevent violence against women. 
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